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ORIGINAL DEPARTMENT. 


CoMMUNICATIONS. dissolute life she had led before she married 
her present husband within a year past. She 
nage had had a dispute with an old negress, who is 
WITCHCRAFT IN PENNSYLVANIA. reputed to be a fortune-teller and sorceress, 
By Wititam Exwurzet, M. D. which ended by the negress threatening to 
Of Frankford, Pa. puta “‘spell’? on her. The only symptoms 
Every physician in his daily life is sufficiently | Be presented were great mental perturbation, 
oppressed with heavy cares, and constant so- | "®FVvousness, and a weak, irritable stomach ; 
licitude for the well-being of his patients, to and I thought it more orthodox to attribute 
need the occasional relaxation and amusement | Pes¢ symptoms to bad whisky and fright, 
that he finds in the ludicrous complaints that than to witchcraft; so I laughed at her fears, 
are so often poured into his attentive and re- and ordered ext. hyoscyami, in doses of 2 grs., 
wptive ear. The “good old days” of the to be repeated every two hours until she 
Rev'd. (?) Cotton Mather, are past and gone; | *2ould sleep. 
and females su-pected of dealing in the dark| At 11 P. M. her busband called, begging 
mysteries of witchcraft, are not (as we are|™metocome at once, saying ‘“‘ You can now 
tldthey were of old) “‘ examined for eztra| see for yourself; she is fainting every few 
teats, it being affirmed that such were on the| Minutes.” While going to his house he told 
bodies of witches for his Satanic majesty to |™e he bad bought her half a pint of gin soon 
suck.” Nor is it probable that the jadges of after Isaw her at noon. She had only taken 
our courts would now hang a person on the | °¥€ Pill, and then resorted to the gin as the 
testimony of witnesses who would swear that | ™08t reliable remedy. She was swooning 
“the prisoner on trial, together with them-| #Way every two or three minutes when I 
elves, was baptized in a certain river by the reached the house, and during these attacks 
devil himself; and that they all, then and| her features were greatly distorted with fright. 
there, did worship his infernal highness on the | She complained of a pain and soreness across 
bank of the river, kneeling!” But I do main-| the middle of both thighs, anteriorly, about 
tain that belief in witches, clairvoyants and | Which ber mind seemed greatly agitated, and 
blind mediums (!) is as universal among the | CDcerning the origin of which she gave the 
great mass of the people to-day, as it possibly following account: An old woman, said to 
could have been when so-called witches were | 0€ well versed in witchcraft, brought her a 
hung in Salem, one hundred and eighty years | bottle containing a certain number of pins 
go. Asa case somewhat in point, I will | #04 needles, and directed her to fill it with 
briefly relate the following: her own urine and bury it, assuring ber that 
A painter called for me on July 2d, and in- | this would “ break the spell.’”’ But as soon 
tisted on my hastening to see his wife, saying | #8he had buried the bottle she had felt the 
&“spell? had been put on her. She is an in. | Pain across the thighs, and she feared she had 
temperate womar, about 38 years of age,|~ made the spell stronger instead of breakirg 
vhom I had previously attended for syphilitic it.” 
Periostitis of both tibiee,a memento of the| 1 suggested that her stooping posture while 
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_burying the bottle might have caused the 
paia. She was ordered 30 drops of spir. am- 
moni aromat., to be repeated p. r. n. until the 
fainting should cease. In a few days I heard 
she was well as ever. 

Here we have witchcraft and counter-witch- 
craft, and this, too, in the outskirts of Phila- 
delphia, where churches and school-houses 
are looming up on every side. It is true this 
patient was ignorant and debased. But is 
superstition confined to the ignorant? Does 
it not, in some shape or otber, find a lodging 
place in almost every household in the land? 
The teachings of centuries seem to have had 
but little effect in lifting its dark veil from the 
human mind. And here I would ask: Will 
the children of to-day grow up wiser.than we 
are, or will they, too, support an army of clair- 
voyants, blind mediums, nervous sympathy 
doctors, Indian doctors, colored doctors, con- 
sumption, cancer and buchu doctors, and the 
whole countless, nameless, shameless host of 
base impostors, who live and thrive and grow 
fat and rich by trifling with the health and 
lives of the people ? 


———____— @ —____— 


MEDICAL SOCIETIES 


CINCINNATI ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 
May 1871. 
(Reported by J. W. Haptock, M. D.) 
DISCUSSION ON SMALL POX. 


Dr. LupLow stated that he was of the 
opinion that there was no exact rule as yet es- 
tablished as to whether persons were suacep- 
tible to vaccination, and cited some cases 
where he had under his care a family in which 
small pox existed at the time a babe was born 
to that family, and that the child neither took 
smal pox nor vaccination although*he had re- 
peatedly vaccinated the child. 

He also stated it as his opinion that immu- 
nity from vaccination was no proof that the 
person would not take or was not liable to 
small pox, and cited a case where he had fail- 
ed to get vaccination after repeated trials, and 
yet that same child had been attacked with 
small pox and died ; and he further stated that 
this was the opinion of others as well as him- 
self. He referred to the liability of persons to 
repemer attacks of small pox ; he was of the 
opinion that once having had it was not proof 
positive that a person would not take it the 
— time, and cited cases to prove what he 
stated. 

In some cases persons had had the disease 
as often as twice orthree times. And he also 
believed that vaccination was as good a pre- 
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ventive of small pox as small pox itself was, 
but no better, and that he did not believe that 
once vaccinated always protected. i! 

Dr. GOBRECHT remarked that on er 
occasion he had urged three objections to 
views expressed in the paper: 

lst. First was in reference to early 
and not to allow any societies to atte 
funerals of those who die of small pox. Hy 
expressed himself as having a horror for 
early burials, and thought it useless whilst 
possess such disinfectants as permangahase"ll 
potash and chloride lime. “ 

2d. He thought the statistics inferior in ay. 
eraging the deaths from small pox, from the 
old and young alike. 

3d. He objected to the isolation theory; 
he thought it positively outrageous to se 
these patients from their families and friends, 
post them off to the pest-house, ofien d 
them more harm in moving, than the disease 
was doing. 

The speaker cited a case treated by himself 
at a hotel in this city. The presence of the 
disease created a horror in the minds of the 
proprietors. He used freely the disinfectants 
spoken of above,and took the case 
through without a single case occuring in the 
house to his knowledge. 

Dr. Jessup remarked that he was struck by 
the remarks made by Dr. Gobrecht. From 
the views expressed by Dr. Gobrecht, were 
we to inferthat we have the powers to de 
stroy the contagiousness of the disease, by the. 
free use of the chemicals named by Dr. Go 
brecht. 

Dr. Gobrechkt said he wished to be under 
stood as only making these things available; 
he believed in the protective powers of vac 
nation, and did not wish to be understood as 
making a positive assertion, he onl 
to use such means as we had at hand to pre 
vent the spread of the disease. 

Dr. WALKER inquired if these chemicals 
would destroy the virus of small pox. 

Dr. Gobrecht at that he would not 
presume to wash a living subject with chloride 
of zinc solution. 

Dr. WHITTAKER eulogized the paper and 
thought it bore evidence of a careful 
tion. He thought it generally acknowiaiged 
that vaccination was preventive. Her 
to Neimeyer, who did not think it lasted it- 
definitely, and that persons should be vatei- 
nated at the outbreak of every epidemic of 
small pox. He further stated that he had 
seen in a French journal a large array 
tistics which went to show that where 
had been vaccinated a second v 
would not always take. iy 

Dr. Gobrecht cited some ex ‘eptional cases, 
as also did Dr. Walker, who cited one case 
that died from the seventh attack of the di 
ease. 

Dr. JuDKINS stated that he saw a case ia 
Roh’s Hospital that had had the fourth attack; 
also another case of a child that was brought 
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there, cured of the disease and left the house. 
In ten days the child was brought back with 
malignant small pox. The speaker referred 
to the fumigation treatment, practiced by the 
French physicians, wherein they used carbolic 
acid. He aid not think well of the treatment. 

Dr. Gobrecht referred to the practice of a 
Philadelphia obstetrician who had his ward 
every morning fumigated, by putting carbolic 
acid on a towel andiypving itcarried and shaken 
through the ward. “There were no puerperal 
diseases in that ward. 

Dr. Jessup inquired of Dr. Judkins if the 
we of carbolic acid in small-pox would pre- 
vent pitting. 

Dr. Judkins replied that he had made no 
experiments. [It should be stated here that 
Dr. UC. P. Judkins has charge of the Small- 
Pox Hospital at Roh’s Hill.—J. W. N.] 

Dr. Ludlow remarked that he had used 
carbolic acid paste, and that the face of his 

tient was not marked. 

Dr. Judkins had seen the same result from 
four paste. 

Dr. Rr AMEY said during the winter of 1858, 
while he was connected with one of the med- 
ical colleges of this city, small-pox was com- 
municated to the class from a subject in the 
dissecting room. 

One of-the students boarded at the same 
house with the speaker. This student,a Mr. 
Andrews, suffered of small-pox confluent; was 
one of the worst cases he had ever seen. 
There were from twenty to twenty-five other 
boarders in the house, men, women and child- 
ren, Nothing but an ordinary door, which 
was kept closed tightly, separated the stair- 
way, up and down which these people passed 
three or four times daily, from the rooms oc- 
_ by the patient. 

e speaker vaccinated the inmates after 
the eruption was out upon the student. Not 
asiogle case of varioloid or small-pox occur- 
red among them. 

The speaker stated further that he had 
= through three epidemics of small-pox. 

ing one of these, in Zanesville, he had under 
his personal charge quite a number of cases, 
some of them among colored people, living in 
rather badly ventilated quarters. It was in the 
months of July and August. These patients 

were visited ‘/aily, some two or three times a 


A large pr wetice, some of it obstetric, was 
attended to ..the same time. In one instance 
be had gor but two squares from a small-pox 
Patient tu « lady in labor ; attended her with- 
wutchanging his clothing. Indeed, he had 
never in a single case in his life changed his 
¢ g or praticed any other precaution dur- 
ing attendance upon small-pox patients, other 
than carefully avoiding contact with anything 
inthe room of the patient. He never,on any 
account, sat down or permitted his clothing, or 
ay part of his person to touch anything in 

toom, with the exception of his hands, 
With which he felt the pulse. 





Immediately on leaving the room, he 
formed careful and thorough ablution Fith 
soap and warm water. Whatever the nature 
of the molecules covering small-pox poisun, 
he is convinced that the oxygen of the atmos- 
phere in winter or summer will, in a few 
minutes, destroy and dispel them—they can ; 
not hide in the meshes of the garments unless 
contact is allowed with the patient or bed- 
ding. He had repeatedly gone home to his 
family with faith in these opinions, and with no 
other precaution from the room where a small- 
pox patient was seething in the foulness of 
the disease. 


Injuries to the Eye 


Ata subsequent :neeting of the Academy, 
Dr. SEELY called attention to the well-known 
fact that foreign bodies lodging in, and re- 
maining in the oye mnverny produce, sooner 
or later, sympathetic trouble in the other eye. 
Also, another fact not probably so well known, 
that wounds of the eye, especially in the ciliary 
region ,were liable to produce sympathetic oph- 
thalmia, and illustrated the fact by citing a 
case that occurred recently in his practice, 
where he was obliged to remove an eye-ball 
on account of an individual having made a 
bad incision for cataract extraction. The 
wound remaining painful, produced a sgm- 
pathetic neurosis in the opposite eye. He 
laid down a general rule in these wounds in 
the ciliary region, that so long as they remain 
sensilive to the touch the patient is not free 
from danger of sympathetic trouble. The 
speaker further remarked that the longest 
time he !:ad known a foreign body to remain 
in the eye was twenty years. 

Dr. SrEVENSON referred to a case where a 
piece of percussion cap had remained in the 
eye nineteen years. The patient isstill living 
and sees well. 

Dr. JULER made some interesting remarks 
on sympathetic and reflex action generally, 
and cited numerous cases in illustration of the 
—s 

r. LUDLOW reported the case of a Mr. 
E-—, of Brookville, Ind., who came to him 
with primary syphilis. He had chancre and 
bubo, for which the _— soon gave him 
relief, and did not see him again for eighteen 
months, when he found his patient laboring 
under constitutional syphilis, with eruptions 
commonly known at that stage of the disease. 

At this period he complained of loss of 
sight of the right eye. The speaker told him 
he did not think there was any disease of the 
eye, but he thought there was a tumor form- 
ing behind the eye-ball within the orbit. He 
was confirmed in this opinion by the appear- 
ance of slight exophthalmus. He at once put 
his patient on anti-syphilitic treatment, and 
continued it until the eruption had disap- 
peared from his body. All this time the ex- 
ophthalmus grew worse until about the begin- 
ning of 1870, the eye-ball was almost com- 
pletely pushed out of its socket. The speaker 
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then thought it his duty to consult an oculist, 
and accordingly took his patient to Dr. Wil- 
liams, who examined the eye and stated the 
oy relief he could give was the removal of 
both eye-ball and tumor. The tumor he 
locked on as an 0s-eous one. 

Dr. WILLIAMS refused to operate, as he fear- 
ed, through sympathetic irritation, inflamma- 
tion might set up and destroy the other eye. 

‘The sight of the sound eye, up to this time, 
had not been affected in the least, which led 
the speaker to believe that the rule laid down 
by Dr. Seely was not in all cases positively 

ue. 

Dr. Seely remarked that he had some time 
ago removed the tumor from the eye of the 
patient referred to by Dr. Ludlow. The tu- 
mor was of a fibrous nature, and was attached 
by a very small pedicle to the apex of the 
orbit. 

Sudden Death from Heart Disease. 

Dr. THORNTON reported a case of sudden 
death, after a full meal, of a gentleman who 
eame to him six weeks ago for treatment. 
The patient was sallowand had aslight edema 
of the feet. On examination he found some 
trouble of the heart, and his diagnosis was 
a want of tonicity in the valves of the heart. 

Dr. McKENZIE exhibited pathological spe- 
cimens of braio, kidney and heart, with re- 
marks, taken from the case just reported 
by Dr. Thornton. The kidneys were found 
atrophied ; the liver in a state of insipid scirr- 
hosis, hard-red, and cut more firmly than 
healthy liver. 

‘The heart was patulous and empty ; mitral 
and aortic valves thickened. 

The brain was found to contain a substance 
in a softening condition. The arteries at the 
base of the brain were atheromatous. 

The speaker remarked the case preserted 
points of interest. The patient had been a 
painter by trade, and subject to the influence 
of lead, which acts upon the kidneys to pro- 
duce a granular condition of these organs. 
This caus: d an enlargement of the heart, from 
the increased pumping it had to do. 

Dr. Carson remarked that the case, with 
the specimens reported by Drs. Thornton and 
McKenzie, is interesting, both pathologically 
aod clinically. It might be a question as to 
the condition of the brain substance preceding 
the apopiectic attack. He believed that was 
no anterivr softening, and that the morbid 
anatom) does not contradict the supposition 
of the whole symptomology having its origin 
in the grunularkidoey. The apparent soften- 
ing adjoiuing the clot is due to infiltration of 
serum, and not to disintegration of brain tis- 
sue. There are none of the l=rge granular 
corpuscles aud debris to be found, such as are 
met with in senile softening. 

Another fact in favor of the view that there 
was no anterior softening, is the absence of 
apy change in the stperior convolutions of 
the hemispheres, other than the flattening 
produced by the clot within. The frequent 





concurrence of central and convol 
generation is emphasized by LABORDE, «a 
he has been often able to predict that 
would be found, after ——- found the supe 
ficial one. He states that the softening 
anterior part of the corpus striatum, will ¢op. 
cur with that of the anterior superior convoy. 
tions, and so on with the middle and ‘posterior 
parts. This corresponds with the anatomical 
and physiological connectjon of these Parts 
witb each other, by what Guy calls his “ ay. 
tem of superior converging fibres.’ The whole 
aspect and associations of the case are those 
of a morbid development from the granular 
kidneys, which was produced by the unhe 
occupation of the man. As DICKINSON 
mates, one-half of the painters die of that form 
of Bright’s disease. 

The small amount of albumen, the increased 
amount of urine, the epistaxis, and the unex. 
pected termination of insidious symptoms in 
the apoplexy, are characteristics of the dis. 
ease. There are some apparent contradic 
tions between different accounts of the condi- 
tion of the minute vessels in Bright’s disease, 
Dr. Gro. ImEsey,in the fifty-seventh volume 
of the Medico-Chirurgical Transactions, de. 
scribes them as being much hypertrophied 
in their walls and as capable of great resist. 
ance to the action of a hypertrophied heart. 

Yet we know it is the vascular degenera 
tion that is accountable for the apoplectic 
event. We may suppose, however, that the 
———— vessels, following a pathologi- 
cal law, become ultimately degenerated. A 
distinction between the condivion of the ves- 
sels, in senile softening, and those in the 
oplectic brain is described by CHARCOT. 
maintains that it is endosteritis which is the 
cause of the the degeneration, in senile sof 
tening, and that it is periostitis procucing 
aneurismal dilatation, or the miliary aneur 
ism, which is the cause of the hemorrbage in 
apoplexy. We have seen the latter condi 
tion, but are not able, after only a brief ex- 
amination, to discover it in this specimen. 

Dr. Comgeys reported a case of 

Embolism 
of middle cerebral artery ; white softening, 
with hemiplegia of left side. 

Christian D-—, a German, seventy-eight 

ears of age, entered the Cincinnati Hospital, 
March 31st. His mental condition was so de- 
fective that it was nearly impossible to obtain 
any intelligible account of his history ; sald 
he was a carpenter, and twelve days 
had retention of wind, which was soon follow- 
ed by loss of use of left side of his body. 

He is of large size,and is quite cor, 

The left side of the face and the whole of the 
left side, are paralyzed in sensation as wellas 
motion ; tongue slightly deflected to the left; 
some degree of reflex action seen on ex 
ties, when pricked with a pin. 

Electro-muscular contractility existed inal 
ected side, by Faradic currents, and alarge,@ 
healthy ulcer on each leg, which he in 
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hadlong existed. He died in sight a Post- 
mortem was made by Prof. W. H. Tay.tor, 
Pathologist to the Hospital. The most noted 
conditions presentable were, atheromatous 
degeneration of the arterial system, the arch 
of the aorta, and in the vessels at the base of 
the brain ; right middle cerebral artery dis- 
tended by a firm plug commencing about an 
inch from the carotid artery. The right hem- 

here, especially the posterior, is so soft as 
to have lost its form ; the substance in its pos- 
terior two-thirds, is very soft and of a dirty, 
yellowish color; kidney soft, infiltrated and 
with numerous cysts; heart large and quite 


soft. 

In this case, the fibrine which formed the 
lug, was undoubtedly whipped out of the 
lood by the roughened lining membrane of 
the vessels. 


Paralysis. 

Dr. MuRPHY reported a case of paralysis, 
of left side, from syphilitic infection. 

The patient first complained of a sensa- 
tion of drunkenness, laid down, had a short 
sleep, woke up with paralysis of left side. 
Dizziness of head was, at times, distressing ; 
et, patient, at time of report was doing well. 
or want of explanation of case, the speaker 
gave large doses of iodide potassium, al- 
though he had many reasons for not giving it. 

Dr. CARSON, reported a case somewhat 
similar. His —— complained principally 
ofheadache. The paralysis disappeared com- 
pletely. 

Encephaloid. 


Dr. TIBBALS reported a case of a female, 
who eleven years ago lost her leg by amputa- 
tion for malignant tumor. 

She hac enjoyed quite mee health up toa 
recent period, when she became despoudent, 
and complained of the left loin. In February 
last she had neuralgia, which was readily re- 
lieved. In February she could not read well; 
the letters a; peared to her to be jumbled 


ether. 

"on the 10th of March, she became so de- 
pressed and stupid, that she thought she was 
going to die. On the 14th of rch, the 
speaker was called, and found her with severe 
pain in the head. The paroxysm of pain re- 
turned co other day,so on the 16th and 
18th she had the pain again. 

Drs. JULER and STEVENSON, were then call- 
édin consultation. At this time not so stupid, 
but in good spirits. 

On first of April, there was loss of co-ordi- 
nating power of left hand, and during the 
paroxysm she could not talk well. She con- 
tinued in this condition until the middle of 
April, when she lost the use of the hand and 
the aphasia grew worse,so she could talk 
a monosyllables. She had convulsions, 

on the 10th of May died. 

Dr. Carson exhibited pathological speci- 
mens, with remarks, taken from the case nar- 
tated by Dr. Tibbals. The brain is irregular, 
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and exhibits a tumor, a microscopic examina- 
tion of which shows it to belong to the malig- 
nant variety. Surrounding the tumor was a 
considerable softening of the brain. The 
points of interest in the case were the inter- 
missions and the cause of the aphasia from 
the peculiar locality of the tumor. 

Dr. STEPHENSON made some remarks in 
reference to the history of the case, and said 
he had often thought it strange that the pa- 
tient should live so long (ten or eleven years) 
after such encephaloid involvement as caused 
her to lose her leg. 

Injuries of the Brain. 

Dr. YounG said he had two cases of inter- 
est to present to the academy. 

lst. A man died a few weeks ago under the 
following circumstances: For a long time he 
has been very intemperate; usually amiable 
when under the influence of liquor ; epileptic; 
on a epree for several days before his death ; 
contrary to his habit, irritable, and while at a 
saloon was so offensive and boisterous that 
he was put out; in the ejectment he fell upon 
the side-walk; became insensible ; was re- 
moved first to station-house, then to his resi- 
dence; never became conscious, and died in 
twenty-four hours. 

Dr. McPeak attended him, but at the in- 
quest Dr. Young assisted. . Found exter- 
nally only a slight scalp wound, a contusion ; 
at and about the base of the brain, redness ; 
small clots at various points, dipping into con- 
volutions ; a general congested state of the 
base of the brain. 

The question arose : Did this man die from 
the injury received when ejected from the 
saloon, or was his death attributable to his 
general condition? Dr. Young inclined to 
the latter opinion. This man had been ona 
continuous debauch ; was subject also to fre- 
quent epileptic seizures. The general con- 
gestion, he believed, was referable to con- 
tinuous intoxication, and probably the excite- 
ment of the occasion produced an epileptic 
condition, aggravating the previous alcoholic 
state of the brain. 

Second case he regarded as a tumor of the 
brain. The patient has been under his obser- 
vations for one or two years; at first he only 
observed a broken-down condition of the sys- 
tem, for which he gave tcnics, etc. Subse- 
quently he was requested to examine an ulcer 
on the lower part of the sternum; in his 
opinion it exhibited syphilitic traces; there 
were other distinct evidences of a syphilitic 
taint ; he gave iodid. of pot. and in a short 
time she resumed her usual health. From 
time t> time she was under his further treat- 
ment with “rheumatic pains,’ etc. A year 
ago pains in the left side of the head; then 
an ulcer on the forehead like the ulcer on the 
sternum. All these symptoms the doctor re- 
garded as syphilitic in their origin. He again 
gave iodid. pot. and tonics, with good effect, 
as before. 

Last spring she became peculiarly irritable 
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and partially insane ; there were also attacks 


of h ‘ to the annoyance of the 
famly and  <f Then she became par- 
alysed on the right side, with confusion of 
speech, and confusion in attempts at ordinary 

urposes of locomotion—thus, if she started 
to take a drink of water, perhaps she would 
lift a stove lid, etc. The same treatment of 
potas. iodid., was continued with hydg. bichol- 
ride, bromide potassium, et:. She gradually 
improved. 

t August, 1870, sgain stricken down in 
an insensible condition; profound paralysis ; 
left eye dilated. Same treatment, especially 
the mercury, in doses of 30th gr.; has gradu- 
ally improved, and is now able to go about, 
but is imbecile in mind, and becoming contin- 
ually more feeble in her mental condition ; 
thinks she will have a final seizure at some 
early date, and thinks the symptoms point to 
a probable tumor on left side of the brain. 

r. KEARNEY said that in regard to the 
first case, he could not agree entirely with 
the conclusions of Dr. Young. He thought 
the fall on the side-walk had something to do 
with the final result. 

Dr. Young again reviewed the points of 
the case, pointing out the excess of conges- 
tion and effusion of clots, as compared with 
the external injuries. ger the conges- 
tion, as shown in the base of the brain, was 
inconsistent with the external manifestations, 
and in view of the epileptic condition and 
habits of the patient, regarded these as the 
more rational explanation of the causes of 
death. 

Dr. Muscrort said, in regard to the head 
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injuries, it was remarkable as to the difference 
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of fatal result and rapidity of fatal 
as compared with the extent and character of 
the injury. Thus, a child sitting on a door 
step fell one step on the pavement. It died 
in less than one hour. 

He had known of several similar cases, 
Take an example: He was called to see g 
man who had been on a “‘ spree ;’’ found him 
comatose ; could not be aroused; attempted it 
in vain ; the only explanation was spree. He 
inquired had he had any injury of the head? 
Yes; fell last night whilst playing with the 
children, struck his head on a shell, but it 
was not considered of any importance. A 
barber dressed the wound, and the patient 
spent the night in playing cards. On exam. 
ination, found a small scalp wound, with a 
slight indentation of the cranium; the ex. 
ternal wound so small that a probe could 
scarcely be introduced. Diagnosis, compres- 
sion of the brain, and proceeded to trephine 
with a very small trephine. Removed asmall 
piece of bone from the side of the external 
injury, with prompt relief to the patient. - 
Afterward, ulcerative processes threw off a 
large piece of bone ; then slow ultimate recoy- 
ery. The speaker thought the compression 
in this case was due rather to the pressure of 
the clot than the depression of the bone. 
During convalescence, the patient had a 
severe coughing fit, and threw off a clot from 
the brain wound of two oz. This gave the 
patient great relief, and he continued there- 
after to improve rapidly. 


The inference is, that we cannot associate 
any definite relation between external injuries 
and fatal results. 


EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT 


PERISCOPE. 


Treatment of Uterine Polypus. 


Dr. J. MattHEews DUNCAN says on this 
subject in the Edinburgh Medical Journal : 

There is nothing simpler than to tell what 
should be done in acase of polypus. It should | 
be removed. 

In most cases the operation is very easy. 
A small mucous polypus may be removed by 
torsion. It, or its pedicle, is seized by an 
appropriate long forceps, and, by twisting, 
removed or divided. This little operation may 
be done with the aid of a speculum or with- 
out it. When the the polypus is not ver 
small, exceeding in size the phalanx of a small 
finger, it is best to clip through the pedicle of 





the polypus by an appropriate curved scissors. 


' When tbe polypus is not large, and the wo- 


man has borne a child, the duck-bill speculum 
may be used to expose the polypus with @ 
view to the operation ; but it is generally con- 
venient to dispense with a speculum of any 
kind. The operation may be done withoutan 
assistant, but it is better to have one. 
operator seizes the polypus with a volsella 
in order to fix it, and in order, in some cases, 
also to pull it nearer the os vagine. The ope 
rator then guides an appropriate curved scis- 
sors by the fingers of one hand to the stalk of 
the polypus. His other hand holding the seit- 
sors, makes it grasp and cut the pedicle. . 
pretty long curved scissors is generally 

but most such instruments are badly made, fh 
cutting parts being too long and weak, in ¢on- 
sequence of which they yield and di 

the operator by refusing to cut. This error, 
however, is easily corrected by any cutler. 
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Instruments have been invented for cutting 
through the pedicle of a 
fllustrations of misplaced 
js no difficulty in cutting t le 
of any polypus, and nothing is better for the 
purpose than a bistoury or an a psopeats 
scissors. There is occasionally difficulty in 
reaching the stalk of a polypus, but no instru- 
ment for dividing the stalk will facilitate this 

t of the operation. A bistoury or ascis- 

sors will reach the stalk, if it be accessible, 
better than any other instrument. 

The operator, in the case of a large poly- 
may find the operation of removal very 
ult. The difficulty lies, not in dividing 
the pedicle, but in getting sufficient access to 
it. In the case of an enormous polypus, 
where the difficulty is greatest, the division of 
the pedicle, if it could be effected as a pre- 
liminary to the operation of removal of the 

lypus, would make little difference in the 
Fficulty of doingso. Inacase of this kind, 
the difficulty is almost exactly that of deliver- 
ing a foetal head through a contracted outlet 
or over a rivid perineum. In both cases the 
perineum is likely to be torn, and sometimes 
the laceration cxiends even through the 
sphincter ani. 

In cases of false fibrous poiypi, the operator 
not unfreque nuly finds it unnecessary formally 
todivide the pedicle at all. Having fixed one 
or two volsell in the tumor to pull it through 
the os vagii.2e, he fiuds, when‘the birth of the 
tumor is effected, that the false pedicle is also 
divided. I have never seen this happen with 
the true pedicie of a true fibruus polypus. On 
examining a false fibrous polypus after it had 
been removed in the way described, it is easy 
to distinguish the recently separated connex- 
ions from the rest &F the surface of the tumor 
which has been for some time lying bare in 
the genital passages. 

The ordinary operation, in thecase ofa large 
polypus, consists in fixing one or more volsellz 
in the polypus, dragging it forward through 
the orifice of the vagina, and then cuttin 
through the pedicle as soon as it can be reached. 
Ifthe pedicle be short, this dragging down in- 
volves considerable displacement of the ute- 
mus; but really the displacement is not yery 
great, if the shortest route for the cervix uteri 
—that is, tollowing the direction of the ante- 
not wall of the vagina—is pursued. The stalk 
ofa polypus does not require to be cut off; it 
thrinks and soon disappears. 

Asalready said, the difficulty of operating 
foran enormous polypus is sometimes very 
great,and the difficulty consists in getting it 
outofthe vagina. The getting access to the 

le isa matter of very little importance. 

et when the pedicle is reached all the diffi- 
talties of the operation are past, not because 
the foflicle is reached, but because the bulk of 
or is extracted from the vagina. Many 

Plans have been proposed for facilitating the 
extraction—such as cutting out a wedge- 
thaped portion of the accessible part of the 


? 
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tumor, or cutting the tumor spirally, as it is 
called. But these Bleos have ana pearance 
of precision which I have been oak e to imi- 
tate. I proceed on a simpler plan, removing 
portion after portion of the tumor, and this, 
if possible, in such a way as always to leave a 
convenient bit of tumor projecting from the 
remaining part, by which piece a good hold is 
got for pulling the tumor further down. So, 
it by bit, the whole is removed. 

A fibrinous polypes may come away spon- 
taneously ; or it may be detached and removed 
by the finger, used in a hook-like manner, as 
the obstetrician frequently employs it to re- 
move early abortions ; or it may be broken up 
and pulled away by the forceps. 

After removing any kind of polypus, no 
bleeding is to be expected. Ina case of small 
mucous polypus, or false fibrous polypus, I 
have never seen bleeding follow the operation 
of removal. After the numerous operations 
of polypi which [ have performed, including 
those of the sixty-six cases referred to in this 
paper, I have not once seen an alarming 
hemorrhage, and I make it a rule not to plug 
the vagina after the operation, or do anything 
to res'rain, except keeping the patient ina 
horizontal position. But I have seen a few 
times —certainly not five—an amount of 
bleeding which rendered haemostatic measur 8 
expedient. In all of them, the bleeding be- 
gan at the time of the operation, except in 
one case of fibrous polypus, where it was de- 
layed till a few hours after the operation. In 
a case of mucous polypus where bleeding oc- 
curred, the pulsation of an artery in the stalk 
could be easily felt, and the large vessel was 
subsequently seen in the removed portion of 
the pedicle. In all of these cases a very gen- 
tle plugging of the vagina was sufficient to 
arrest the hemorrhage. 

Fear of hemorrhage after the operation, 
and anticipated difficulty in severing the ped- 
icle, have been for a long time, and to a great 
extent still are, bugbears of gynecologists, 
and have led to considerable sacrifice of life 
from their inducing operators to resort to bad 
methods. I lately removed a large true fibrous 
polypus in the Royal Infirmary from a patient 
who, immediately after the operation, insisted 
upon returning home toa great distance by | 
railway, and who never had any further 
treuble or confinement from disease. This 
simple operation was witnessed by a stranger, 
who had recently seen a similar operation in 
a large hospital done by the aid of Gooch’s 
canula. Tbe woman was a fortnight in bed, 
and at one time her life was considered to be 
in danger. The contrast of the res: Its of 
these cases is not only fair, but might be 
made infinitely more striking by taking, in- 
stead of the second case, one of the numer- 
ous cases where strangling the neck of the 
polypus has proved fatal tothe woman. A 
great variety of ivstruments has been invent- 
ed for the purpose. I recommend the disuse 
of them all. The procedure is slow and 
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clumsy, and should be rejected on these ac- 
eounts, even were there no danger to life 
from the sloughing and other processes conse- 
quent on the strangulation of the pedicle. 

It is scarcely necessary to say anything of 
the palliative treatment of hemorrhage ina 
case of polypus, for this is a temporizing 
which, under any combination of circum- 
stances, can scarcely ever be required. Such 
palliative treatment I shall dismiss with a 
very few words; for it is the same as is 
adopted in menorrhagia, and it is equally effi- 
cient,—a statement which, however ironical, 
is yet true. He would be a bold physician 
who would dare in any case to predict that 
any palliative would have the desired effect. 
The mere number and variety of such hemos- 
tatic remedies, recommended as they are in 
menorrhagia, and in the bleedings of fibrous 
tumors, is to the thoughtful physician good 

resumptive evidence that they are all pretty 
inefficient. Practitioners delight in them, and 
in changing from one to another. The patients 
are probably at least as credulous as the 
ro. and are comforted. 

have never used in a case of polypus the 
local application of solution of perchloride 
of iron. But this, if required, would proba- 
bly be as efficient as in the ordinary alarming 
bleeding from a fibrvid. 


The Yellow Fever in Buenos Ayres. 


The following description, by Surgeon Ht- 
RON, in the Medical Times and Gazette, 1s just 
now timely: 

The temperature in Buenos Ayres during 
the epidemic was very variable, and there 
were several very heavy rainfalls, but also a 
few light rainfalls with general moisture, and, 
when the epidemic fell, a more maintained 
low temperature. Although exposed, then, 
to similar ciimatic conditions, Parana, Rosario, 
and Monte Video were not infected. They, 
however, took the alarm, and exercised rigid 
quarantines. 

Males suffered in much greater proportion 
than females. The mortality amongst chil- 
dren was small. Plethoric habits were bad 
- subjects, and lymphatics seemed to have a 
better chance. 

The disease generally began with some sen- 
sation of cold, giddiness, and (usually) nau- 
sea; occasionally vomiting. Then followed 
intense headache and pain in the back ; often, 
too, with general pain, high fever, very in- 
jected eyes and rapid pulse. The urine, at 
first, higbly charged with coloring matter and 
lithates. The tongue was generally lightly 
eoated, sometimes heavily so. The bowels 
constipated. Any early vomit was of ingested 
substances. A yellow coloring of the con- 
junctive was generally apparent. In the 
second stage great adynamia prevailed, with 
a remarkably slow pulse (often not move than 
40 per minute.) Jaundice proceeded. Bleed- 
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and generally in the conjunctive. Vo 
of decomposed blood, often very 
Hiccough occasionally. Generally albumen 
in the urine, and suppression of this secretipy 
in many cases, but rarely, indeed, re 

and of all but certain fatal augury. In thiy 
stage the urine highly charged with bile, 
Some patients died within sixty Lours, over. 
whelmed by the disease ; the majority abou 
the fourth or fifth day. Some cases on 
typhoid symptoms, and lasted twenty, thirty, 
even forty days; generally, but not iar 
recovering. With some frequency, p 
abscess. 

The fever, as a fever, was of continuo 
type, but aspects of periodicity frequently 
presented themselves to me, on which I have 
formed my opinion and based my treatment, 
A high range of temperature was rapidly at 
tained, and maintained, with the exceptionof 
differences of fractions of a degree 
the night and morning temperatures, the 
returns being slightly higher than those of 
the preceding morning ; the decline was quite 
gradual. These statements are based ona 
few observations taken in the lazaretto, I 
was not working there, or would have tried 
to have furnished more complete accounts, 
Seeing about sixty patients daily in different 
quarters of the city, it was impossible that! 
could undertake this investigation. 

The autopsies, of which I saw a number in 
the lazaretto, disclosed inflammatory injection 
and ecchymosis of the coats of the stomach 
and the intestines, generajly extending as far 
as the ascending colon. Very frequently one 
found coffee grounds liquid in the stomach, 
and green-paint stuff in the intestines. The 
liver presented notable appearances. The 
first stage (seen in those whohad died early) 
seemed to be one of active congestion 
lowed speedily, as it were, by a stuffi 
don the expression) of the organ wit 
and giving it the rhubarb aspect. The gal 


‘bladder generally only contained some 


and was never distended, but rather some- 
what empty: once the connective tissue 
rounding it was infiltrated with ecchymosed 
bloud. The kidneys were almost inv y 
dyed with biliary colorivg-matter, and, 
anuric cases, congested in the cortical pe 
all appearance, with an ecchymosed look 
the pyramidal portions, and true ecch 
about the calyces and pelvis. The spleen 
casionally seemed a little swollen andi 
erately firm, but its changes were 

The cavities of the heart showed the bil 
staining in their lining membranes, parte 
larly about the valves; generally a verydatk 
and fluid condition of the blood; sometime 
post-mortem or intermediate clots, alway 
with the biliary color. The lungs genes 
natural; once with apparently passive #* 


io 
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a saiention Ley one sewer lobe. The 
sp cord, negative appearances ; 
gce much fluid in the ore and subar- 
achnoid space (the subject had died in uremic 
convulsions); but in other—even anuric— 
cases, negative appearances. 

Cases seemed to terminate thus: A few, 
early in the disease, comme foudroyés, yet with 
exalted temperature, but senseless; the ma- 

ity, with convulsions just before death— 

rally anurics, yet many anurics seemed to 
in syncope; and several by syncope gen- 
erally having this concentrated pulse of small 
pumber. Quite a few seem to me to present, 
since their attack, the anemia and malaise 
gual in paludal cases, and some of the cases 
of the typhoid form had the dysentery one so 
common meets with in those cases. The 
greater number recovered perfectly. 


Treatment of Inflammatory Dysmenorrhea. 


Dr. ATTHILL says on this subject in the 
Medical Press and Circular, the treatment of 
inflammatory dysmenorrhea includes three in- 
dications. 

Ist. The removal of all causes keeping up 
the existing irritation. Foremost among 
these is the abstinence from sexual inter- 
course, for not only does the act itself gener- 
illy cause pain and therefore must be injuri- 
ous, but the occurrence of conception is to be 
specially avoided. Horse exercise, fatiguing 
walks, or even household occupations which 
necessitate much standing should be given up, 
while the occurrence of constipation is to be 
guarded against. 

2d. The inflammatory condition of the ute- 
ms is to be relieved by local depletion either 
bymeans of leeches applied before the men- 
ttrual period, or by puncturing the cervix 
weri and encouraging the bleeding; this lat- 
ter treatment you have seen me carry out re- 
peatedly with considerable benefit. It is not 
witable to the case of young unmarried girls 
ws it necessitates the use of the speculum ; in 
them the leeches should be applied to the in- 
tide of the thighs, but in married women to 
the cervixuteriitself. Mild purgatives should 
tho be from time totime administered. When 
bythese means you have succeeded in reliev- 
he the congestion of the uterus, consider- 

benefit will be derived from bli-ters ap- 
over the sacrum orto the abdomen a 
above the pubes. 

id If the case be of long standing and that 
te symptoms though relieved do not entirely 

pear, showing that acertain amount of 
adometritis still exists, I recommend you to 
aterize the cervical canal and even in man 
tases the whole interior of the uterus wit 
tong nitric acid. I shall on a future occa- 

2 explain to you the mode of carrying out 

this safe and indeed painless treatment. One 

method of relieving these forms of pain- 
menstruation depending on chronic inflam. 

Ration of the uterus is so simple and so fre- 





quently efficacious that I must allude to it, 
namely, the use of gly: e. 

I do not think it suitable to the early stages 
of the affection, but it often answers admir- 
ably after you have carried out for some time 
more active treatment. It isspecially useful if 
from the presence of ulceration or any other 
cause you have applied any strong caustic to 
the cervix, and as sometimes happens an un- 
healthy irritable sore remains. In such cases 
a pledget of cotton soaked in glycerine and 
introduced into the vagina will in twenty-four 
hours perfectly clean the sore, while the 
copious watery discharge which it produces 
will greatly relieve the local congestion. In 
chronic cases the injection of a few drops of 
pure glycerine into the cavity of.the uterus 
two or three times a week, as recommended 
by Dr. Marion Snas,is very useful. I may 
here add that glycerine is the only fluid I ever 
inject into the uterus, excepting in cases of 
hemorrhage which threaten to terminate 
fatally. I have met with but little benefit 
from the exhibition of medicines in ivflamma- 
tory dysmenorrhea. Where ovarian excite- 
ment exists bromide of potassium in twenty 
grain doses three times a day sometimes does 
good, the bichloride of mercury in small doses 
and continued for aconsiderable time has been 
recommended by several writers. For my- 
self I must say it has disappointed my expec- 
tations. Purgatives, especially the saline, 
seem to me the obly medicines capable of 
producing real benefit; these to do good 
should be exhibited just before the mentrual 
period. 


Remedy for Hydrophobia. 


A paper by Mr. HENRY GROVEs, Florence, 
was read at the British Pharmaceut cal Con- 
ference, by Professor ATTFIELD, “On the 
Use of Blistering Flies in Hydrophobia.” 

It was as follows :—‘** The paper on Chinese 
blistering flies, by Dr. F. Porter Smith, re- 
cently published in the Medical Times and 
Gazette, mentions the employment by Chinese 

ractitioners of blistering insects in cases of 
[ydrophobie: and as Iam not aware of the 
remedy being similarly used in Great Britain, 
it seemed to me that further attention should 
be paid by qualified men to a medicine which 
has a certain repute in several parts of Europe 
for curing the bites of mad animals. Dr. 
Grianowski, of this city, kindly informed me 
of its use in Russia and Greece, and has sup- 
plied me with information on the subject. It 
appears that about thirteen or fourteen years 
ago a certain N:kititisch Levachoff, of Peklitz 
(Government of Riazan, Russia), created a 
sensation by his cures of hydrophobia. His 
arcanum was supposed to be the Cetonia au- 
rata, or rose beetle. The monks of Phanero- 
mens, near Eleusis, Greece, use the insect 
Milabris bimaculata, with equal parts of the 
leaves of Cynancum excelsum, in doses of fifteen 
grains of the mixed powder; at the same time 
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they cauterize the wound with boiling oil. 
The physician of the late King Otho of Greece, 
often gave half-zrain doses of cantharides, un- 
til symptoms of incipient gastroenteritis de- 
clared themselves. 

Here in Tuscany there are one or two per- 
sons who are reputed to te able to treat suc- 
cessfully the bites of mad animals, by means 
of a nostrum whose basis is supposed to be 
cantharides or other insects with blistering 
properties, and it appears that their efforts 
are not unavailing, inasmuch as a medical 
man, to my knowledze, was convinced of the 
eflicacy of the remedy, and caused a number 
of bottles to be prepared by one possessing 
the secret, and forwarded them, with a mem- 
oir, to the Academy of Medicine at Paris. 
As the box containing the remedy must have 
arrived at its destination but a short time be- 
fore the breaking out of the recent war, it is 
probable that the whole matter has been set 
aside an«d forgotten. Speaking of the remedy 
to the physician, I suggested to him that it 
contaiued cantharides, to which he assented, 
or su} posed that at least some blistering fly 
entered into the composition, and it then oc- 
curred to me that I had once copied an an- 
cieut recipe for hydrophobia, and that out of 
curiosity I had retaiued a copy for myself. 
Probably the two compounds are identical. 
The formula in my possession was represented 
as asecret left by 8. Donnino to the family 
of Boccaccio, and is represented by the fol- 
lowing translation :—‘Secret for curing the 
bites of mad dogs.—Take 54 grains cloves, 54 
grains cinnamon, | drachm 36 grains of pep- 
per, 27 grains cantharides ; mix according to 
age—from twenty-five years and upwards, 26 
grains ; for twelve years, 19 grains; for ten 
years, 14 grains ; for four years, 64 grains ; for 
two years, 34 grains. It may be taken from 
the day of the bite up to twenty-five days af- 
ter. The remedy must not be administered 
to pregnant women. 

It is to be taken in one dose, according to 
age, as is marked aboye; in wine, broth or 
water, according to the taste of the sick per- 
son. It must be administered fasting, and the 
patient should not eat anything for at least 
four hours, and during this time should take a 

reat deal of exercise, in order that the reme- 

'y should act the more. The patient will suf- 
fer strong pains in the head and kidneys, be- 
sides other inconveniences, even to the pass- 
ing of bloody urine, should the dog have been 
really mad, and the blood have commenced 
to be contaminated. If,at the height of the 
pois the patient would like to drink a glass of 

ocera or Lettuccio water, it will serve him as 
a relief.’ Remarks.—Tuscan grains have the 
value of five centigrams, consequently are less 
than the grain employed in Great Britain, A 
many, etc. Nocera water is derived frofi a 
source in the Central Appenines, and Lettuc- 
cio water is the produce of one of the springs 
at Montecatine, in Tuscany. It has laxa- 
tive properties, and is less nauseous than 





many other tive waters, The 
Vesicatoria ound in several 
Tuscany, its chief source being the Y; 
Chiani, where the peasants collect 
spreading cloths under the trees m 

and evening, and shaking the insect 

the branches. The months of May and 

are those in which the gathering takes 

and the fly prefers the olive tree to the 

lar and ash, which they also frequent. 

are killed by being plunged into weak 

or by being held over the steam of the 
Afterwards they are dried as rapidly as 
sible in the sun, and are frequently turned 
over by a thickly gloved hand, or by other 
means.” 


Case of Malposition of the Bladder, 

Dr. E. Doouey, M. D., of Selma, IIL, writes 
to the Chicago Medical Journal :— 

March 23d, 1871, was called hurriedly in the 
night, four miles out, to attend Mrs. McM, in 
her fifth confinement. Previous labor 
been very short—‘ never could get a doctorin 
time.””? Found patient in hard labor, worrying 
about its tediousness. 

On examination, found os fully dilated, with 
brow presentation. With strong uterine cou 
tractions, delivery was soon effected, and the 
rousing cry of a large, fine looking boy greeted 
our ears. But on examination, I discovered, 
on the lower, or coccygeal portion of the spine, 
a ruptured, encysted tumor, with a heavy, 
corrugated, scrotum-like covering, excepting 
an inch in length and one-fourth as wide, 
elliptical in shape, about the middle of the 
tumor. This space was covered wiih mucous 
membrane. At this point thetumor wast 
tured, probably during the transit thi ight 
maternal organs,and the contents had vscaped. 
The legs were firmly flexed, heels almost 
touching the buttocks, and very rigid and im 
movable. Diagnosis, spinal tumor. ‘ 

Saw the little sufferer dressed, amidst bis 
piercing and continuous cries, prognos 
unfavorably, and left. 

Called the next evening, and found the po 
little unfortunate still crying, aud was 
had never ceased, although paregoric had been 
given freely. On inquiring for the usual 
evacuations, was told that its “ bow«ls Bat 
moved,” but it had “‘made no water.” “Was 
disposed to question this report, as 1 was quile 
sure I could detect the odor of uriue. 
scrotum, and anus apparently normal, 
examining closely, found the penis impe: 
Turning again to the formerly collapsed bat 
now partially filled tumor, found a @ 
amber-colored fiuid dribbling away from 
ruptured orifice, with the unmistakable oder 
of urine. Concluded this must be the’ 
ome were located on this otherwise 

eveloped infant. 

It lived three days, and then sank, exhausted 
by convulsions and unceasing pain, com 
quent upon the excoriations and inflammation 
within and around the tumor or bladder. 
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, New Treatment of Pneumatosis. 

Prof. FONSSAGRIVES recently read a paper 
on “Puncture in Gastro-intestinal Poeuma- 
tosis,”’ quoted in ,the Medical Times and Ga- 
wit. He observed that although of such 
common occurrence in veterinary practice, it 
was first practised in France by M. Nélaton, 
at the suggestion of Recamier. Since 1866 
M. Fonssagrives has himself had several op- 
portunities of observing the harmlessness of 

e of the intestine in cases of pneu- 
matosis in which the symptoms seemed to 
threaten death. The operations were per- 
formed by a hydrocele trocar, and were not 
followed by any inflammation. He thinks 
however, that an exploratory trocar should 
be preferred. In some researches he has 
a nese the subject he finds that it has 
been performed ninety times on about six- 
teen individuals, having been practised fifty 
times in the same subject. He thinks that 
the operation should be more commonly re- 
sorted to, without allowing the symptoms to 
become so much advanced. 

In the discussion which ensued, M. Bouley 
wished merely to call the aitention of the 
Academy to the innocuity with which punc- 
ture of the abdominal organs is performed in 
allthe domestic animals. In them it has, in- 
deed, very often to be practised, especially in 
the herbivora. Its success in the ruminants 
led to its application to the horse, and now it 
is matter of ordinary practice. M. Depaul 
referred toa case of a young woman under 
M. Alphonse Gterin, who was relieved of what 
weemed very threatening symptoms by means 
of four successive punctures. He has himself 


ly seen cases in which puncture was 
i and he referred to one in which the 


, due to gastro-intesti- 

wo punctures discharged 

tlarge quantity of fetid gas mixed with other 

and the patient was saved. M. 

. has practised puncture with success in 

acertain number of cases in which the acci- 

were most alarming. He observed, 

ro the it . not pope to mately 

ve e to the es uncture, but 

ta the causes or ssh cote | Lolons which 

tive rise to the intestinal occlusion should 

be most carefully sought for by every 

— of exploration, and especially by per- 
jon 


Very frequently it will be found that a mere 
weumulation of fecal matters at the end of 
large intestine has caused the occlusion, 

ts of remedy by means of purgative 
‘nemata, without any operation. The place 
ofelection, when this is necessary, should be 
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of peri panites, which are exceed- 
ingly rare, sediadnebmbeeatoe tympanites, 
which is far more common, puncture may be 
practised withcut danger. He has himself 
successfully practised it in a considerable 
number of cases. Unfortunately, we cannot 
always tell the precise point of the intestine 
at which the obstacle is situated, nor yet its 
eee nature ; but in such cases he does not 

itate to make several punctures, whether 
at the same time or at intervals of some days. 
The puncture is followed by no ill-effects, 
since the intestinal fibres, being simply sepa- 
rated by the trocar, retract on themselves af- 
ter the escape of the gas, and so prevent any 
effusion into the peritoneal cavity. 


Origin of Hail. 


Prof. REINSCH, says the Journal of the Frank- 
lin Institute, announces that it is impossible, 
in the present state of our knowledge, to pro- 
claim a theory which shall satisfactorily ex- 
plain the origin of this meteorological phe- 
nomenon. 

Though it may be asserted that the con- 
ditions originating it are different from those 
producing the deposition of rain or snow, or 
that these conditions are more intense in 
character, yet a microscopic examination of 
hail proves that the conditions of originating 
it are by no means always the same; for the 
structure of the product is rarely the same. 
He mentions the curious fact that in some 
hail which he examined beneath the micro- 
scope, there was found at the centres 
of the stones a spherical globule, which 
proved to be air. When these globules were 
nearly freed by the melting of their icy 
confinements, they burst the last portion of 
the shell with energy, and, expanding, occu- 
pied in a bubble form a space more than fifty 
times greater than when confined ; showing 
that they bad been subject to a pressure 
equivalent to more than fifty atmospheres. 
Cold may possibly have had some part in this 
diminution of volume; but the temperature 
necessary to produce so great a reduction in 
volume must have reached 214° OC. at the 
pent where the hail was formed, if cold had 

een the only cause in p!ay. Whatever ex- 
planation we assign to this interesting obser- 
vation, it certainly must be regarded as the 
most unexpected one which has appeared in 
the study of this puzzling phenomenon. - Prof. 
R. recommends the diligent use of the micro- 
scope as the only means of solving the prob- 
lem of the history of hail. 


A Remedy for Hemoptysis. 


Dr. HOLDEN says, in The Medical Record : 
I would like to call the attention of the 
profession to a method of treatment of hemop- 
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tysie, which, while most a and efficacious, 
have not seen descri by any, viz.: the 
throwing of the atomized vapor of a saturated 
solution of gallic acid directly into the mouth 
and throat. I have repeatedly found the most 
gratifying success follow at once, even in cases 
of profuse hemorrhage. Unlike other styp- 
tics thus administered, it quiets the spasmodic 
cough, which seems the direct result of the 
presence of the blood, requires but a moment 
to prepare, and, aside from its efficacy, it in- 
spires immediately the confidence of the 
patient. For about two years I have adopted 
this method, and have been surprised that no 
similar experience has found its way into the 
medical journals. My habit has been to have 
an atomizer and bottle of gallic acid always 
at hand, and when summoned hastily, to mix 
the acid in a tumbler of cold water, and use 
even without waiting for the excess of acid to 
subside. It has proved successful in several 
cases where the blood was streaming from the 
mouth w‘th every expiration. 


y 


Reviews and Book Notices. 





NOTES ON BOOKS. 


The semestral number of the Proceedings 
of the American Philosophical Society, Jan- 
uary to July, 1871, contains a highly scientific 
report of a case of universal Hyperostosis, 
by Drs. J. E. Miers, W. W. Keen, H. AtL- 
LEN, and WM. PEPPER. Also, an article by 
the venerable Professor, GEO. B. Woop, M. 
D., on Revival of Fruit Trees. 

The Second Report of the Board of State 
Charities and Corrections, in Rhode Island, 
(1870), contains little of general interest. 

In a reprint from the American Practitioner, 
Dr. CHARLES A. LEE, of New York, gives an 
able sketch of the life of Dr. John Conolly, 
of Hunwell, England, one of the first alienists 
to carry into successful operation the non- 
restraint system of managing lunatics. Such 
men, indeed, deserve to be long remembered. 

Dr. GrorGe H. NAPHEYs is preparing and 
has almost ready, the third edition of his 
** Modern Therapeutics.’ It will contain a 
number of therapeutical directions, in accord- 
ance with the existing practice of the most 
eminent medical authorities in this country 
and Europe. 

We regret to have to announce the death 
of Thomas Hawkes Tanner, M.D. St. And., 
F.L.S., M.R.C.P., at the early age of forty-six. 
The author of one of the most concise and 
practical works of Practice of Medicine, which 
in every edition—and it has gone through six 
—was always abreast of the science of the 
day, few men have been more widely known, 
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or more highly respected. He died at B ie 
England, on the 7th July, of uremic: 
sions, the result of chronic albuminuria. © 


& 
es. 


BOOK NOTICES. 


Cancer: Its Classification and Remedies. 8; 
J. W. Bright,M. D. Philadelphia; pebli 
ed by S. W. Butler, M. D., 1871. 1 Vol.,§ 
vo. pp.191, cloth. Price, $2.00. " 
In the whole nosology, no disease carries 

with it greater dread than cancer. It is @ 

common that one or more cases are cons 
under the care of every physician of 
ractice. And what can he do for them? 

Boothe, palliate, recommend the knife. This 

is what he does, and the poor sufferer leaves 

him and seeks the flagitious and deceptive aid 
of one.of those murderous charlatans, styled 

** cancer doctors.” 

Can nothing more bedone? Are there no 
external applications, supported by internal 
treatment, which can check the disease, and 
sometimes cure it? These are the questions 
to which the author of this work seriously 
addresses himself. In a practice of more 
than fifty-five years duration, Dr. Bright has 
met, as all must, many hundreds of cases of 
cancer, and from his earliest professional 
visits has regarded them with watchful inter. 
est. Unwilling to content himself with the 
do-nothing course of the general profession, 
he studied dilig- ntly the suggestions of authors 
aud foreign clas~ical teachers, and repeated 
their experiments. 

This led him not merely to a famil 
with their views, which he manifests th 
out his work, but to new views of his own 00 
the classification of those very various morbid 
processes, which we are accustomed to sum 
up under the general title of cancerous growths. 

These distinctions have led him in turn toa 
closer study of therapeutical applications as 
indicated by a difference in character. ‘In 
short, he believes that certain varieties of 
cancer can be cured without the knife. 

Such a bold assertion, backed as it is witha 
history of a number of cases, a review of the 
opiuions of others, an original differential d- 
agnosis, and, what is more, a full, explicit, and 
minute description of the remedies emplo 
their preparation and their application, cat- 
not fail to command the earnest attention of 
both physicians and surgeons. 

The relations of cancer to tubercle and sero 
fula are defined, and its essential difference is 
maintained. 

A note on Candurango is added by the pub 
lisher, giving all that has been published with 
reference to that alleged specific up to the time 
of the work going to press. 

The binding, and general typographical ex- 
ecution of the book, will commend themselves 
to readers, and those who wish information 00 
this most obscure disease will not delay coh 
sulting its pages. 
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THE REGISTRATION OF DISEASE. 


Several months ago we called the attention 
ofour readers to the efforts being made in 
England to secure from physicians a registra- 
tim of diseases. As it is, the only official re- 
gister now kept by medical men is the rather 
glomy “mortuary record.” Certainly it 
would be more agreeable, to report cures than 
deaths, successes than failures. 

We are of opinion that such a record would 
bea most valuable one, and believe it worth 
while to repeat some of the objects to be gain- 
ed by the registration. 

In the first place, it would teach more than 
wecan yet guess of the magnitude of the grief 
aud poverty caused by disease. This is very 
incompletely shown by a register of deaths. 
For example, in an epidemic of scarlet fever, 
the deaths are rarely more, and often less 
than ten per cent. of the cases. But reckoned 
byits money cost, a non-fatal case may be 
more costly than a fatal one; for, in the one, 
the cost ends with burial, in the other it has 
to be borne through the whole period of sick- 
ness, and of the often tedious convalescence. 
Moreover, after every epidemic of scarlet 
fever, whether it has been very fatal or not, 
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thousands are left disabled for long periods, 
or for life, with diseases of the ears, or bones, 
or joints, the glands, or other parts; and the 
great majority of these are a burden on the 
working power of the healthy. 

What is thus true of scarlet fever is equally 
true of other epidemics. Their mortality is 
no sufficient measure of the imporiance, 
whether for the sake of humanity or of econo- 
my, of preventing or limiting them. In an 
epidemic of relapsing fever, not more than one 
or two of every hundred cases may appear on 
the register of deaths; but the cost of the 
other ninety-eight in every hundred must be 
enormous, seeing that every one of theni has 
to be expensively maintained for many days 
or weeks. 

Moreover, it has often been observed that 
an epidemic, even when very fatal, does not 
add largely, if at all, to the total mortality of 
a fewyears. When many die of one epidem- 
ic, fewer die of others, or of all other forms of 
disease. But there is no such counterbalance 
for the cases of sickness and disability that 
are left as the residue of an epidemic. These 
are costly so long as they continue ; they are 
a dead loss. 

Terrible as epidemics are, when we count 
the thousands that bave died quickly in them, 
and guess at the misery consequent on the 
deaths of those who worked for others, they 
would seem much more terrible, if we could 
count the consequences of the necessity of 
maintaining the many more thousands, who 
are disabled for months or years from work- 
ing either for themselves or for others. 

It is probable that the registration of sick- 
ness would show more urgent need than is yet 
felt for diminishing, if possible, many diseases 
that, being neither epidemic nor often fatal, 
are commonly regarded without concern. 
Ague is very rarely fatal; it counts for little 
on a register of deaths, yet ague in all its va- 
rious forms, and its long abiding, is a great 
hinderer of work, a great burden on the 
wealth of the nation; a burden which good 
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sanitary arrangements could remove, and 
probably would remove if it were shown to 
be worth the cost. 

And so of scrofula, of rheumatism, and of 
many other disabling maladies. We cannot 
doubt that a registration of sickness would 
show that not only the personal misery, but 
the public loss caused by these diseases is 
enormous. Thousands suffer either constantly 
or through a large portion of the year. Many 
of them suffer, and are thus disabled year 
after year, and during all their sufferings they 
are maintained wholly, or in part, by the la- 
bors of others. It is probable that, on the 
whole, these diseases are much more costly 
than the most terrible epidemics; certainly 
they are so, if we reckon their influence on 
the progeny of those who suffer. And yet to 
what amount they are costly, or what cost 
ought to be incurred for their diminution, we 
can scarcely guess without a registration of 
sickness. 


Another class of cases, of which the death 
registers do not nearly indicate the impor- 
tance as affecting the working power of the 
country, are those of diarrhea, influenza, and 
other widely prevalent maladies which, though 
often trivial to the individual, are very im- 
poverishing in their effects on the people 
generally. The deaths caused by them are 
not felt as causes of poverty, for they are fatal 
to very few, except children and invalids and 
old persons; they are often too few to at- 
tract any attention, and every year thousands 
suffer and are unobserved by any sanitary 
authority. Yet the cost of these diseases in 
loss of work is so great that it can scarcely be 
estimated. 

The registration of sickness would further 
show whether, and in what degree, legislation 
is needed for the prevention of diseases de- 
pendent on occupations and social habits. 
The valuable preventive hints which would 
be derived, would be of no little public impor- 
tance. Then again, the effects of treatment 
on disease would be conspicuously exhibited. 


Notes and Comments. 
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Notes and Comments. 


The Physician’s Annual for 18732. “s 
Though this work has been announced but 
a few weeks, there is evidence in = 


i 


number of orders from booksellers and 
cians already received, and inquiries 
about it, that such a work was needed. By 
reference to the announcement in the adver. 
tising columns, it will be seen by the p 
table of contents there published, that it will 
contain a large amount of matter of interest 
and importance to the physician. 

As we shall print a preliminary edition of 
20,000 copies, advertisers cannot fail to see 
that it offers them a means of reaching the 
medical profession such as they have never 
had before. 


Chlor-Alum., 

This is an impure solution of chloride of 
aluminium, sp. g.1.150. It contains, in a pint, 
1500 grs. of the chloride=75 gra. in the ounce. 
It was introduced as a disinfectant and anti- 
septic by Professor Gamgee. It should be di. 
luted with four times its volume of water for 
antiseptic use, but may be used stronger for 
a gargle. 


Ancient Pharmacy. 

At a recent scientific meeting in England, 
Mr. James CoLiiuns (Curator of the Pharma- 
ceutical Society’s Museum) made some re- 
marks upon the gums, perfumes and resins 
mentioned in the Bible, particularly pointing 
out the fact that few of them were indigenous 
to Palestine, and thet even now very few of 
them can be accurately identified. In the 
course of his observations, Mr. Collins detailed 
the characteristic differences between the true 
and false lignaloe wood, and also made a few 
remarks on ladanum, myrrh, balm of Gilead, 
fraukincense, etc., particularly adverting to 
the researches of Dr. Birdwood and others, 
in identifying the frankincense of the ancients 
with our olibanum, 

Arsenic in Pyrites and Soda. 

H. A. Smith gives in the Chemical News some 
startling investigations in reference to the per 
sistence with which arsenic, in the crude m* 
terial adheres to the various products evel 
through the third and fourth stage of manufac 
ture. He finds that 100 tuns of hard Norwe 





EPERESE £ 


SERS SSSe Ce 


2. 


aes 


ScePiegeassez Fs 


ay 


FREER 


Sept. 9,:1871.] Notes and Commments. 237 


gisn pyrites contains one and a half tuns of 
arsenic before burning, and half a tun after the 
roasting. One hundred tuns of the same py- 
tiles will yield 140 tuns of sulphuric acid, con- 
taining one and a half tuns of arsenic; and 
after it has been used in making hydrochloric 
acid, there will be found in the latter nearly 
one per cent. ofarsenic. The sulphate of soda 
in Le Blanc’s process was found to yield about 
four hundredths of one per cent. of arsenic. 
No arsenic was discovered in the soda ash. 


An Abortionist’s “ Diploma.” 

The report in the New York Tribune con- 
cerning a recent terrible case of homicide at 
the hands of an abortionist, says : 

“Rosenzweig, the abortionist, is a large 
man, about 5 feet 3 inches in height, and with 
apiercing blue eye. In answer to the ques- 
tions of reporters, he said that he obtained 
his diploma from a medical college in Phila- 
delphia, paying for it $40, and that his di- 
ploma is from a Philadelphia Eclectic Col- 

” 


We would be glad to get a sight of the 
“diplomas”? of all these professed abortionists 
inour cities. There is little doubt that those 
that have any diplomas at all nearly all be- 
long to the “ $40 C. O. D”’ class. 


New Uterine Supporter. 

A Wisconsin physician has patented a ute- 
tine supporter, having a soft rubber stem, 
vithin which is placed a nut and also a screw 
bolt passing through the nut, the bolt termi- 
tating at both ends in hard rubber parts ot 
the instrument, and being provided with a 
nob at one extremity, by turning which the 
urew is rotated, and the soft rubber stem 
lengthened or shortened accordingly. 


Treatment of Poisoning by Carbolic Acid. 

Mr. CHARLEs ROBERTS, in a recent communi- 
tation to the British Medical Journal, expresses 
the opinion that the administration of a mix- 
lure of olive oil and castor oil, which has been 
‘commended in cases of poisoning by carbolic 
cid, with the object of diluting and carryivg 
of the acid by the bowels, is of doubtful bene- 
fit,as it causes the acid to pass over the fat- 
tbeorbing surfaces of the smallintestines. He 
tonsiders it probable that, as carbolic acid is 





little soluble in water, the speediest and most 
effectual way of removing it mechanically from 
the stomach would be to administer large quan- 
tities of warm water or mustard and water. 
As itis very soluble in glycerine, that sub- 
stance, with water and sul,hate of zinc, might 
be employed after the bulk of the poison has 
been removed by the former plan. As to the 
chemical neutralization of the acid, its affinity 
for albuminous compounds would point to 
eggs and finely-powdered raw meat as likely 
to be of service. If eggs were used, they 
should be very much diluted by being whip- 
ped up with milk or cold water. Milk is not 
coagulated by carbolic acid, and therefore 
would not act as a neutralizer, but it would be 
a more suitable application than oil to the 
injured mucous membrane. 


Vitality of Fishes. 


A curious experiment, that of testing the 
vitality of fishes under a great pressure of 
water, was recently tried in France. Fishes 
preserved their health under the weight of 
400 atmospheres, equivalent to that of a depth 
of 12,600 feet. 


—_— — 


Artificial Butter. 


Since 1869 M. Mias has endeavored to util- 
ize the oleine and margarine obtained on 
pressing animal fatty matters in the manufac- 
ture of stearine. The oily matter yielded has 
the same composition as butter, and Mége 
gave it the softness and the taste. 

This result is obtained in the following 
manner : 

1. Washing and grinding the crude fatty 
matter. 

2. Soaking it in a solution at 30° to 40° of 
the acid contained in the stomach of hogs or 
horses, in order to dissolve the fibrinous mat- 
ters. 

3. Compression of the fatty matter between 
heated blades to separate the stearine from 
the oleine and margarine. 

4. The oleine and margarine are brought to 
the consistency of butter by a thorough heat- 
ing at the ordinary temperature. 

5. Decoloration or bleaching of the paste 
thus obtained is done by beating with water 
acidulated by hydrochloric acid. 

6 Transformation into artificial butter by 
soaking for three hours in the following mix- 
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ture, heated to 30° to 40° Centigrade: Fatty 
matter, 100 parts; water, 100 parts; animal 
tissues, 2 parts ; bicarbonate of soda, 2 parts ; 
caseum, 2 parts ; yellow coloring matter, ¢. s. 
The yellow coloring matter is generally an- 
natto or carrot juice. 


Hygienic Ignorance. 

As an illustration of what ignorance of sani- 
tary laws does, it is asserted that scarcely any 
new houses have been erected on Staten 
Island for a long time, and numbers of those 
already put up are standing empty. The old 
settlers abandon the island at the beginning 
of every summer, and only come back when 
the cold weather sets in. The island, it is re- 
ported, has, by mismanagement and neglect, 
become exceedingly unhealthy. The inju- 
dicious cutting down of the trees, the obstruc- 
tion of natural water courses by badly con- 
structed roads, and the entire absence of drain- 
age, have, it is asserted, caused Staten Island 
to become a perfect hot-bed of malaria, caus- 
ing chills, bilious fever and rheumatism. 


To Prevent Pitting in Small-Pox. 

In the Edinburgh Medical Journal, Dr. W. 
Scorr recommends carbolic acid for this pur- 
pose. Hesays: 

“ From the first appearance of the eruption, 
until the completion of desquamation,the face 
was kept constantly moist with the solution 
of the acid in olive-oil (1 to 8). The results, 
Iam happy to say, have been most satisfac- 
tory. Drs. Murray and Kerr, the pbysicians 
to the Infirmary, inform me, that of all the 
cases so treated (several of which were of the 
confluent type), not one has presented, on 
recovery, the slightest trace of disfiguration. 
The application, moreover, was most grateful 
to the patient’s feelings, allaying the itching 
and irritation, and preventing the desire to 
scratch off the scabs, which is so annoying to 
the sufferers in the later stage of the disease. 

“In the case of gunpowder burning, the 
acid, in addition to its antiseptic and anzs- 
thetic properties, appears to have the effect of 
suspending the carbon in solution, and with- 
drawing it from the skin. Ina case which I 
treated about twelve months ago, on the 
method above described, the patient, a young 
gentleman, was so disfigured as to present the 
appearance of a negro, his face being black- 


Notes and. Comments. 
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ened, his lips swollen and everted, eyalj 
closed, hair and beard much singed, inten 
intolerance of light, and profuse ) 
tion, with great suffering. The application 
the carbolic acid and oil was followed by ir 
stant relief, and the oil, becoming more figij 
from the heat of the skin, ran over the chip 
with the appearance of thick ink. The 

of this treatment was, that on recovery, whid 
was rapid, there was not the slightest disc. 
oration of the skin, and the face, in a very shor 
time, presented its natural appearance.” 


Puerperal Convulsions. 

Dr. JNO. W. RICHARDSON, of Smyrna, Bath 
erford co., Tenn., has been appointed by th 
State Medical Society to prepare a paperm 
puerperal convulsions. He wishes: to eolled 
statistics, and will send a blank form with ip 
quiries to any physician who will respond tp 
to him. 


Importance of Cookery. 

The preparation and cooking of food should 
receive its proper share of attention, if th 
greatest amount of benefit is to be derive 
from its introduction in the system. Bxor,the 
professor of this art, says that green vegels 
bles, such as cabbage, spinach, etc., shouldbe 
put in boiling water, but dry vegetables,s 
beans and peas, should be put in cold water, 
to cook, after having been previously soaked 
in lukewarm water. In the case of potatoes, 
the eyes or germs are to be cut out, and th 
skin rubbed or scraped off, then steamed or 
roasted. He thinks that fish, although only 
containing twenty per cent. of nutritious 
ter, ought to be partaken of at least twice 
week, as it contains more phosphorus than 
other food, and serves to supply the wasted 
that substance in the system, and particularly 
the brain. He says that the brain of an idiot 
contains about 1 per cent. of phosphoric 
ter, that of persons of sound intellect 24 pe 
cent., while that of a maniac contains 34pé 
cent. If this beso, it would seem thatin 
maniac the brain appropriates an undue} 
portion of phosphoric matter from the rest # 
the system, whereby its functions are mat 
ially impaired. 


Infantile Hydrocephalus. 
Dr. Hvuen CARMICHAEL has written § 
pamphlet on this subject. His object # 
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show that the disease has too often been im- 
properly treated, from the too prevalent idea 
that it depends on inflammation. This idea 
he forcibly combats, holding that it is far more 
often due simply to irritation, and will yield 
to calmatives judiciously administered. He 
relates cases in which children apparentl y 
moribund have recovered under calmati ves, 
such as digitalis, cherry-laurel, etc. In some 
cases he has employed opium. 


Qharaoh’s Serpents. 

These, once so largely popular toys, have 
been almost entirely abandoned, owing to the 
poisonous character of their constituents and 
of theirfumes. Dr. PUSCHER now announces 
that a mixture of 2 parts of bichromate of 
potassa, 1 part of nitrate of potassa and 3 
parts of white sugar will produce the effect of 
the serpents without the attendant inconveni- 
ences. He recommends the mixture to be 
done up in paper or tin-foil cones, and also 
the addition of some Balsam of Peru to per- 
fume it. 


Reagents for Ozone. 

Lamy has published some results of experi- 
ments upon the reliability of ozonoscopic pa- 
pers, which he has tested upon an extended 
scale, and in a variety of situations. He an- 
nounces that paper moistened with oxide of 
thallium, when freshly prepared, is far more 
sensitive towards ozone than that prepared 
with iodide of potassium and starch. The sen- 
sitiveness of this reagent (thallium oxide) de- 
pends upon the strength of the solution, and 
upon the extent to which the oxide has ab- 
sorbed carbonic acid. Where a rapid and re- 
liable test for the presence of ozone in an at- 
mosphere is desired, the thallium paper is re- 
commended as preferable to the other, though 
it is not adapted for determining the quantity 
of this substance. 


2 
> 





Correspondence. 


DOMESTIC. 


Library of the American Medical Asscciation. 
Eps. MED. AND SuRG. REPORTER : 


A pamphlet styled, The Philadelphia Uni- 
versity Journal of Medicine and Surgery for Au- 
gust, 1871, contains, under the caption of “En- 
couraging Words,” a number of paragraphs, 
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ptpetnoeee extracts from letters received. 
is headed, “ Dr. F. A. Ashford, librarian 
of the American Medical + No. 1330 
New York avenue, Was ,D.C., 
18, 1871,” who writes as follows: ‘“ Please ac- 
cept the thanks of the Association for some 
po ae of the University Journal. I have re- 
ved Nos. 1 and 2 of vol.xiv. I hope it will 
not be inconvenient for you to supply the de- 
ficient number to this repository of American 
medical literature. The value of the Journal 
makes us the more earnest to secure all its 
parts.” Will the American Medical Associa- 
tion at its next meeting, in this city, second 
the vote of thanks so freely offered by its li- 
brarian? Will they request a complete file of 
this valuable (?) Journal, to deposit in the “‘ re- 
owed of American medical literature ?” 

ill they approye of the judgment of their 
librarian who commits them to an expression 
of an opinion in reference to the “ value of the 
J ?? which ‘‘ makes us (the Association) 
the more earnest to secure all its parts?’ 

It is but charitable to believe that the li- 
brarian has been deceived in reference to the 
source of this Journal. In regard to his ex- 
pression of opinion as to its ‘‘ value,” we would 
like to know whether this opinion was founded 
upon a perusal of the contents excluding the 
selections from regular journals? Ifthe opin- 
ion expressed was formed after a careful ex- 
amination of the contents, then we cannot con- 
gratulate the Association upon the pruspective 
value of the “ contents ” of the “‘ repository of 
American medical literature ’’ to be developed 
— the guardianship of their present libra- 


" MEDICUs. 
Philadelphia, Aug. 26, 1871. 


Cholera.—Caution Necessary in Diagnosis. 
Eps. Mep. AND[SuRG. REPORTER : 


In the New York papers we see a case of 
cholera reported. At least, some thought it was 
cholera, and another authority decided other- 
wise. The following case came under my 
notice in the summer of 1855 or 1856. 

I was called to see a young man who was 
taken with vomiting and purging. Found 
him in a state of collapse, extremities cold 
and livid Integuments doughy to the touch. 
Features hippocratic. Voice husky and sep- 
ulchral. Rice water appearance to the stools, 
flocculi floating on the surface of the dejec- 
tions. The family were sure he had cholera, 
and the characteristic symptoms were pres- 
ent. Such was the depression of vitality that 
a history could not be obtained from the pa- 
tient. 

I accordingly adopted such measures as 
were indicated, and in a day or two the young 
man was out of danger. When able to converse 
he told me that having contracted gonorrhea, 
he went to a physician in another town, that 
the fact might not be known at home. The 
doctor gave him six grains of tartar emeiic, 
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with directions to take it all at one dose. The 
result, a8 above related. If the case had 
proved fatal, it wonld have been considered 
as true and genuine cholera, and, ignorant of 
the drug having been taken, it would not have 
been politic‘on the part of any physician to 
take any other view of the case. 

From this we may learn that every case of 
sickness has its history, either known or un- 
known, and unless all the facts can be ascer- 
tained, it is not wise to express an unqualified 


opinion. 
F. K. Barey, M. D., 
Knoxville, Tenn., August 22, 1871. 


~~ 
> 


News AND MISCELLANY. 





What Comes of It. 


Within a few weeks a villain has been ar- 
rested in New York city for perpetrating an 
abortion on a woman which killed her. He 
put her corpse in a trunk and shipped it to 
Chicago. This rascal, who claims to be a 
doctor of medicine, formerly kept a lager beer 
saloon in Chatham street, and about a year 
ago procured a diploma from a spurious medi- 
cal college in Philadelphia for $100, since 
which time he has been practising his profes- 
sion of abortionist with wonderful success. 
Besides a house in Amity place he had several 
others in different parts of the city, and a nu- 
merous corps of assistants. This is one of the 
results of diploma peddling. 


The Yellow Fever. 


In July and August a mild type of yellow 
f ver rt is ‘imstenten. Ve observe 
the Washington Board of Health has adopted 
stringent penttacs regulations for the ports of 
Washington and Georgetowu— determining 
upon a quarantine station, and ordered all 
vessels arriving from port where pestilential 
diseases are prevalent to be fumigated before 
coming’ to the wharves. The Alexandria au- 
thorities will unite with the board of health 
for similar purposes.. Like precautions have 
been taken by other cities. 


Recent Deaths in Europe. 

M. ERMAN, surgeon-in-chief, son of the 
venerable Dean of the Faculty at{Strasburg, 
died at Mans, in consequence of wounds re- 
ceived in battle. 


M. CoINnDET, surgeon-in-chief, having es- 
caped the dangers of the Crimea, Mexico, 
and Sedan, was killed by a French bullet, close 
to the Hétel de Ville, in one of the miserable 
days of the siege. 


M. Banc, of the military hospital at 
Vincennes, died of a purulent infection, after 
a punciure he received on the finger, while 
dressing a wounded Prussian. 


News and Miscellany. 





M. LoneGet, the distinguished physiolo. 
gist, died at Bordeaux, sixty. bro. 
ken-hearted, it is said, at the deplombie.neme 
from Paris during the reign of the Commune, 


Dr. FrRepERiIc Ho1st, late Professor of 
Pharmacology in the University of Chris 
“ there on 4th June last, aged seventy. 
nine. 


Chloroform in Burglaries. 


We have repeatedly expressed our doubis 
as to whether persons can ever be anssathe- 
tized in their sleep without waking. A city 
cotemporary justly says: If burglars can 
roake as ready and efficient us@ of this so 
rific as is so frequently represented, the en 
community will be at their mercy if within 
reach. A ladder reaching to the open widow 
of a sleeping apariment, a chloroformed 
sponge, and arod to which to attach it, are 
all the implements the burglar needs. B 
seriously, the question is one of moment, 
we shall feel indebted to any of our medi 
friends for enlightenment on the subject. 


The Cholera. 


No new cases have been reported in Eng- 
land. In Paris there is about one fatal case 
a day. One case in San Francisco and one in 
New York had been all so far published in 
this country up to the close of August. 


The Presbyterian Hospital. 


This institution has received a gift from 
Jobn V. Brown, Esq., (of Brown, Bros'& Co. 
the well-known nglish and American 


bankers), of $300,000, for its support after it 
is built. ra 


Examination of Apothecaries, 


A writer to a Philadelphia paper says: Now 
that New York and Maryland have taken 
measures to regulate the drug business so a8 
to conduce to public safety, it is high time 
that similar action was taken in our own 
State, and in our city, the very home of phar- 
macy. is the proper place to take the initiatory 
steps by agitating the question. No druggist 
who is competent will object to a rigid exami 
bation, and the sooner those who cannot 
stand the test are retired to some other busi- 
ness more on a level with their attainments, 
the better for the community. When the 
business is confined to professional and scien- 
tific men it will once more assume its former 
prestige, and the present miserable competi: 
tion, so prolific of “ inferior drugs” and * ig- 
norant attendants,”’ will cease. 


Mortality of Negroes. 


The remarkable official statement from Co 
lumbus, Ga., bearing a 1ecent date, is made, 
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that out of a population of 6000 whites and 
3000 blacks, the burials for ths were ; 
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Water-proof Paper. 


Make a solution of couatchouc in caoutchou- 
cine, plunge into it once or twice, unsized 
paper, and dry it by a gentle heat. It may 
then be used as a writing paper, and will re- 
sist all humidity, and small vessels made of it 
will even contain water. 


Soup Tablets. 


The Chemical News gives us from the Ger- 
man Manuals of Pharmacy the following re- 
ceipt, by Reinsch, for making the soup tablets 
so much in use in the German army during the 
late war. The formula is as follows: Take 
eleven parts by weight of good suet, melt it 
in an iron pan, and make it very hot, so as to 
become brown; add, while keeping the fat 
stirred, eighteen parts of rye meal, and con- 
tinue heating and stirring so as to make the 
mass brown ; add then four parts of dried salt 
and two parts of coarsely pulverized carraway 
seed. The mixture is then poured into tin- 
pans somewhat like those used for making 
chocolate into cakes. The cakes have the 
appearance of chocolate, and are chiefly in- 
tended for the use of soldiers while in the 
field. A quantity of about one ounce of this 
preparation is sufficient to yield, when boiled 
with some water, a ration of good soup, and 
in case of need, the cakes being agreeable to 
the taste, may be eaten raw. 


Lead Foil for Bandages. 


Doctor pry ore of Geneva, recommends 
thin lead foil bandages, in cases of wounds 
and broken limbs. The sheets of lead are 
kept in place by adhesive plaster, and are 
said to offer the following advantages: 1. The 
lead remains soft and cool in contact with the 
wounds. 2. It enables the physician to dis- 
pense with lint, which is the constant occa- 
sion of heat and infection. 3. The sulphur 
compounds which form prevent the decompo- 
tition of the parts and growth of organisms. 
4. Atter the bandage is made, the wound can 
be washed and refreshed with coid water 
Without removing it. It would be well to 
have a eupply of this foil on hand in machine 
shops where large numbers of workman are 
employed. 


—— Dr. Wor*hington W. Minor, of Ware, 
Mass., of the cla.s of 1868 at Amherst, and a 


‘| at the Butler 
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recent graduate of the Buffalo Medical Insti- 
tute, has been appointed assistant physician 
Insane Asylum at Providence, 
R. I., and entered upon his duties about 
August Ist. 


——tThe air in Wyoming Territory is said 
to be so light and pure, so charged with oxy- 
gen, as to be most agreeable to all persons 
from the Northern and Eastern States. Even 
consumptives, if not too far gone, find speedy 
relief, as the increased action of the lungs 
renders the latter more healthy, and soon re- 
stores them to full working capacity. 


——The Massachusetis State Board of 
Health has sent a circular to the Mayors of 
cities and town sclectmen, urging prompt and 
effective sanitary measures as precautionary 
to the possible visit of cholera. 


—Mr. William Wallace, the philanthropic 
Englishman who did so much for the wounded 
at Paris during the siege, has been made a 
Baronet by the Queen, ia recognition of his 
humanitarian services. 


——The Pall Mall Gazette considers it ab- 
solutely necessasy to hang an apothecary be- 
fore long, so many people are killed now-a- 
days by mistakes in prescriptions. 


—Dr. DUVALL, who is serving out a life 
sentence in the Waupun (Wisconsin) prison 
for murdering his wife, supports his daughter 
by writing religious music. 


——A woman claimed admission to one of 
the Boston hospitals, last week, as she had 
the small-pox. A residence of a few days at 
the institution revealed that the eruptions on 
her head were only mosquito bites. 


The German government is preparing to 
publish the medical and surgical statistics of 
the recent war on a liberal scale. 


——tThe Poor Laws of England, it is argued, 
constitute a very costly system of administer- 
ing relief to the indigent, while at the same 
time they are very ineffective. It is stated 
that within the last three years one hundred 
and forty persons have been registered as dy- 
ing from starvation in London. 


The Paducah Kentuckian says : ‘“‘ Paducah is 
without doubt the healthiest place of its size 
on the continent of America. A doctor here, 
without other resources than his practice, 
would be forced to steal, or starve to death.”’ 


—tThe experiment making in California 
with the Chinese tea plant promises to prove 
a success. The plants set out on the farm of 
Mr. Brannan, near Calistoga, about fifteen 

r cent. pat forth leaves, although their con- 


ition was such at the time of planting that 
not one was expected to live. quantity of 
Japanese tea seed sown at the same time ger- 
minated handsomely. 
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—A resident of Georgia, aged 80, has 
been the father of 56 children. : 


—— Mies Jex Blake has received £200 from 
a lady to form the neucleus of a fund toward 
the establishment in Edinburgh of a women’s 
hospital for the clinical instruction of female 
medical students: the staff to be composed 
also of ladies. 

——aA Kentucky boy, who was badly bitten 
by a dog, applied three mad-stones, drank un- 
measure ponerse of whisky, and just before 
he died of hydrophobia, called in a physician, 
in the vain hope that he might then save him. 


—Josh Billings says as he has been at 
Long Branch for a few weeks, sporting in the 


water, he thought he would go to Saratoga 


and let the water sport in him, for a change. 


——Several men were recently poisoned in 
Nevada by drinking from a spring whose 
waters appeared perfectly clear. Analysis 
showed that they were strongly impregnated 
with arsenic. 


——Dr. R. L. Parsons, resident physician at 
the lunatic asylum, Blackwell’s Island, was 
dangerously wounded August 3lst, with a 
table knife by one of the inmates. 


——_—_—_——_- @-. a 


QUERIES AND REPLIES. 


The Opium Habit. 


Messré. Eps.—Can you or any of your numerous readers, 
give positive information as to how the ruinous and bane- 
ul habit of the inveterate and long presistent use of opium 
may be broken up, and the evil sequela obviated? In short, 
is there an antidote or = ? efol a 
pectfully yours, &c., 
Ohio. j J. W. E. 
Repty.—The problem is complicated. There must bea 
determined effort of the will and a change of modes of life; 
constant activity of body and mind must be cultivated ; the 
resultant diarrhea which usually follows cessation not too 
soon checked ; the prostration combatted by bitter tonics 
and arene sp pen awe oo with a highly concentrated ani- 
malized diet ; the substitution, temporarily, of tobacco, may 
be tried; combat sleeplessness and nervousness (distressing 
symptoms) with drachm doses of ether; t'.e cold shower 
bath to tone the nerves ; and absolule prohibition of the drug. 
This is our plan. 


Ethics. 


MussRs. Eps.—What would be your professional opinion 
of a physician who locates himself where a physician has 
been settled for several years, and endeavors to build up a 
business by “ cuéling u ” the regular charges? Would 
it be in accordance with the code of ethics: and ough not 
the conduct of such a physician be made known to the pro- 
fession ? J.B. M. 

Repiy--Such conduct is repreh , and should be 
stopped in whatever way legal or otherwise is most effectual. 


Dr. J. W. H. of La.—tst. Is a physician who has retired 
from practice fur what he supposes a more lucrative and 
pleasant cating, entitled to my services free of charge? 

2d. Is a physician who has retired from practice in order 
to accept a political and judicial office either for honor or 
pote oP gn to my services free of charge? I do not un- 

lerstand the meaning of the ethics as the affirmative of 
this, and some ret physicians do. 


REPLY.—We agree with you. 
Diplomas. 


Mr. G. B. P., ¥ Pa.—Will you be so kind as to inform 
me whether it is a legal necessity to have a dip!oma to 
practice medicine in Pennsylvania or not. Also 
as to Maryland and West nia. 

’ REPLY.—We believe a diploma is not a legal necessity 


Jhb 








We can send it to you by mail. 
Pa.—The new edition of Dr. Aawuw's 

Vi Fistula is not yet issued, It 
DUNGLIsoN’s 
also a 


Dr. L. H. @. 
work on Vi 


Dr. T. C., N. J—We would recommend 
Medical Lexicon; price $6.75, There is 
work, also a one, THomas’ Pronouncing 
Dictionary; price $3.75. We can send you either. 


Obscure Pain. 


aconite, chloroform 
and olive oil, with two comp. cath. pills. Relief 
during its application. Next tried h rmic injections © 
of morphia (gr.), producing twenty-four hours’ relief, 
From its general effects, considered the dose too 
Two days after, repeated injection, using if SF. mor 
Relief for four or five hours. Next day but one, used 
. j., relieving for twelve hours. 
a2 f pillof quinia ev: 
Will some more ex 


morphia, gr. ¥, quining, 
At the same time directe 
hours. Patient no better. 
member of the pregades su, 


gu’ 
used tobacco la him to quit it. 
ble to accustom him to the use of morphia? 
Lebanon, Pa. °H. H.R. 


Dr. D. N. P..N. C.—There is a recent work on con- 
sumption, by H. W. Fuiier, of London; price $3.50;— 
and we have now in press a small work, by Dr. W. M. 
Logan, of Cincinnati, entitled “ Consumption, its Path- 
ology and Treatment,” the basis of which was an 


Dr. J. L. H., West Va:—The Boston Journal of Chemistry 
is still published. 


Dr. T. L. K., Pa.—Certainly the medical depa:tments of 
the universities of Buffalo and Albany are 
schools of medicine, and their students are received on 
the ad eundem lists of all respectable medical colleges. 


~~ 
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WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT. 


Dr. J. T. R.. Wis.—“I am pleased to add my testimony 
to that you are so often receiving of the practical value 
of the RerorTER, whose weekly visits to my officé seem 
more and more indispensable. 








MARRIED. 


JoHNSTON—SEKILLING.—August 2d, at Lonaconing, Md, 
by the Rev. A. T. Rankin, Charlies D. Johnston and 4 
Skilling, daughter of J. D. Sxilling, M D. 

PaRKER— 180N.—In Chickopee, Mass., Au ‘2ist, 
at the residence of Dr. Dennison, by Rev. Daniel Richards, 
Francis F. Parker, M. D., and Miss Elizabeth E. Denn 
leat Gaieen the So “ Aor at Ber 

nspo an Buren county, Iowa, June 1 1871, . 
Asa Farewell, Geo Rice, M. D., of pane eribey | 
and Miss Almira E. ppleton, of Bentonsport. 


DIED. 


CARDNER.—Angust 24th, at 242 East Sixty-fourth Street, 
yen. Xork, Gate Stillman, only daughtir of J. G. Cardner, 
.. aged 9 years. 
CHIDESTER.—In_ Plainfield, Coshocton co., Ohio, July 7th, 
1871, Mrs. Jennie H., wife of T. J. Chidester. aged 27 
JonEs.—At Three Tons, Montgomery co., Pa., Ai : 
Dr. Joshua Y. Jones. Sy 
Sxaxs.—In Fort Smith, Ark., ae 1st, Lizzle R., 
daughter of Dr. R. D. and Mrs. L. N. Seals, m9 a6 
STovILt.—In this city, August 13th, Matthew Stovil, M. 
dD. eldest son of John and Sarah Stovil, in the 29th year of 
age. : 





